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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment filed 07/28/2009 lias been entered. 

• Claims 1-40 are pending. 

• Claims 1-40 stand rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1-25 and 29-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hassan-Ali et al. (Patent No.: US 7,280,542 B2) in view of 
Verplanken et al. (Patent Number: 6,038,592), hereafter respectively referred to as 
Hassan-Ali and Verplanken. 

4. In regard to Claim 1, Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 20-25, and in FIG. 4, 
reference numeral 402 (FIG. 4) refers to an interface that receives an ingress flow 403 
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(i.e., tlie root) (FIG. 4) (receiving a multicast packet) tliat is to be sdieduled for emission 
to N egress interfaces 406-1 through 406-N (FIG. 4) (a multicast packet to transmit to 
destination addresses), where an ingress flow 403 (FIG. 4) is referred to as a root flow 
and MC (multicast) flows emitted to egress interfaces are referred to as leaf flows, and, 
in column 2, lines 51-63, where multicasting is supported in an environment, a single 
source of traffic (i.e., a root) emits cells or packets to a number of destinations (i.e., 
leaves) (transmit to destination addresses) that receive the replicated traffic (receiving a 
multicast packet to transmit to destination addresses). 

5. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 11, lines 44-48, and in FIG. 5, a linked buffer 510 
(FIG. 5) includes an index portion 514A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf and root flow index 
values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B (a descriptor) containing pointers to a cell 
memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a descriptor addressing a packet entry 
in a packet memory including a payload to transmit to destination addresses), where 
root cells are stored, or written to, cell memory locations (writing a payload of the 
multicast packet to at least one packet entry in a packet memory) using a root index, 
starting with the head root cell and additional root flow cells as they are enqueued for a 
MC (multicast) service (generating a descriptor addressing a packet entry in a packet 
memory including a payload to transmit to destination addresses, writing a payload of 
the multicast packet to at least one packet entry in a packet memory). 

6. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
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in the head/tail memory 502 (FIG. 5) (generating headers for destination addresses), 
and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating 
to the leaf and root flow index values (for a destination address and a descriptor) 
(generating headers for destination addresses, and generating, for a destination 
address, an indicator including information on a generated header for a destination 
address and a descriptor, wherein indicators for destination addresses address 
descriptors). 

7. Hassan-Ali fails to explicitly teach generating an indicator including information 
on a message. 

8. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an indicator including information on a message) of 1 byte which indicates the 
beginning of data in that buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) (an indicator 
including information on a message) of 2 bytes which gives a number of bytes used in a 
message (generating an indicator including information on a message). 

9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
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multicasting system of Hassan-All to aid In reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid In more efficient usage of limited memory. 

10. In regard to Claim 2, Hassan-All teaches In column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and In FIG. 
5, a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an Index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf 
and root flow index values, and a pointer location portion 514B (a descriptor) containing 
pointers to a cell memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a descriptor Is 
generated for each packet entry Including a payload), where root cells are stored, or 
written to, cell memory locations using a root Index, starting with the head root cell and 
additional root flow cells as they are enqueued for a MO (multicast) service (a descriptor 
Is generated for each packet entry Including a payload). 

1 1 . Hassan-All teaches In column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and In FIG. 4 and FIG. 

5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
In the head/tall memory 502 (FIG. 5), and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) Includes an 
Index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) associated with a pointer location portion 51 4B (a 
descriptor) and relating to the leaf and root flow index values (an indicator is generated 
for a descriptor and a destination address to which a payload In a packet entry 
addressed by a descriptor Is transmitted). 

1 2. Hassan-All falls to teach a payload Is written to multiple packet entries In a 
packet memory. 
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13. Verplanken teaches in column 12, lines 37-39, and in FIG. 9, two data buffers 
(10) and (1 1 ) (FIG. 9) which are stored in a data store represent a message of a user (a 
payload is written to multiple packet entries in a packet memory). 

14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

15. In regard to Claim 3, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in view 

of Verplanken teaches a destination address, and an indicator for a destination address, 
and an indicator corresponding to a descriptor addressing an entry in a packet memory 
including payload data for a destination address. 

1 6. Hassan-Ali fails to teach a next handle in indicators for a destination address to 
point to an indicator corresponding to a next entry in a packet memory including further 
payload data for a destination address. 

17. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (DCB) (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) 
comprises a next buffer address field (a next handle in a an indicator) of 2 bytes, where 
this field is used to chain the DCBs, and then their associated data buffers (a next entry 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,001 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2477 

in a pacl^et memory including furtlier payload data for a destination address), in a user 
queue, where then the chained buffers form a message (a next handle in indicators for 
a destination address to point to an indicator corresponding to a next entry in a packet 
memory including further payload data for a destination address). 

18. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

1 9. In regard to Claim 4, Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and in FIG. 
5, a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an index portion 514A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf 
and root flow index values, and a pointer location portion 514B (a descriptor) containing 
pointers to a cell memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a payload is written to 
a packet entry in a packet memory), where root cells are stored, or written to, cell 
memory locations using a root index, starting with the head root cell and additional root 
flow cells as they are enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (a payload is written to a 
packet entry in a packet memory, a descriptor is generated for a packet entry including 
a payload). 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,001 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2477 

20. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
in the head/tail memory 502 (FIG. 5), and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an 
index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to the leaf flow Index values (a destination address 
to which a payload in a packet entry addresses by a descriptor is transmitted) (an 
indicator is generated for a destination address to which a payload in a packet entry 
addressed by a descriptor is transmitted). 

21 . In regard to Claim 5, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in view 
of Verplankenm teaches a generated indicator. 

22. Hassan-Ali fails to teach a handle for each generated indicator addressing an 

indicator in a queue. 

23. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and associated to direct control blocks (DCB) (12) (Indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), 
there are Indirect control blocks (ICE) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point 
to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field 
represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) (FIG. 5) (addressing an indicator) (a 
handle for each generated indicator addressing an indicator in a queue). 
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24. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-All since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

25. In regard to Claim 6, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in view 
of Verplanken teaches a destination address and an indicator associated with a 
destination address, a header for a destination address, payload from an entry in a 
packet memory associated with an indicator and a header for a destination address. 

26. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 12-16, and in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, a 
multicast (MC) flow arrangement (FIG. 4) where a root flow entering an ATM 
environment, e.g., the ATM switch fabric of the access node 100 shown in FIG. 1, is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces using a corresponding number of leaf flows 
(transmitting a payload and a header). 

27. Hassan-Ali fails to teach using information on a message in an indicator to 
access a message. 

28. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
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(an indicator including information on a message) of 1 byte whicli indicates tlie 
beginning of data in that buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) (an indicator 
including information on a message) of 2 bytes which gives a number of bytes used in a 
message (using information on a message in an indicator to access a message). 

29. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

30. In regard to Claim 7, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in view 
of Verplanken teaches a destination address, a headerfor a destination address, 
accessing a header for a destination address from an entry in a packet memory 
addressed by a descriptor identified in an indicator for a destination address. 

31. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 12-16, and in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, a 
multicast (MC) flow arrangement (FIG. 4) where a root flow entering an ATM 
environment, e.g., the ATM switch fabric of the access node 100 shown in FIG. 1 , is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces using a corresponding number of leaf flows 
(transmitting, for each destination address, a payload from an entry in a packet memory 
and a accessed header for a destination address). 
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32. Hassan-Ali fails to teach using, for each destination address, a message length 
and offset from an indicator for a destination address to access a header for a 
destination address from an entry in a packet memory. 

33. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an Indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BOOB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an offset from an indicator) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that 
buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used in a message (a message length from an indicator) (using, for each 
destination address, a message length and offset from an indicator for a destination 
address to access a header for a destination address from an entry in a packet 
memory). 

34. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 
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35. In regard to Claim 8, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-All In view 
of Verplanken teaches a generated header and a destination address for which an 
indicator is generated. 

36. Hassan-All teaches In column 11, lines 44-48, and in FIG. 5, a linked buffer 510 
(FIG. 5) includes an Index portion 514A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf and root flow index 
values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B containing pointers to a cell memory 
locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5), where root cells (header and payload) are 
stored, or written to, cell memory locations (entry in a packet memory) using a root 
index, starting with the head root cell and additional root flow cells as they are 
enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (writing headers to each entry In a packet 
memory including packet payload). 

37. Hassan-All fails to teach information on a message in an indicator for a 

destination address includes a message length and offset used to extract a message 
from an entry in a packet memory for a destination address for which an indicator is 
generated. 

38. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(offset) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that buffer, and a total 
message count field (FIG. 3A) (message length) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used in a message (message length) (information on a message in an indicator 
for a destination address includes a message length and offset used to extract a 
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message from an entry in a pacl<et memory for a destination address for which an 
indicator is generated). 

39. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for Improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

40. In regard to Claim 9, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in view 
of Verplanken teaches a payload and an entry in a packet memory addresses by a 
descriptor Identified In an Indicator for a destination address. 

41 . Hassan-Ali fails to teach information on a message length and message offset 
used to extract a message from an entry for a destination address for which an indicator 
is generated, and using, for each destination address, a message length and offset in 
an indicator for a destination address to access a message for a destination address 
from an entry In a packet memory. 

42. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BOOB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an offset from an indicator) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that 
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buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used in a message (a message length from an indicator) (information on a 
message length and message offset used to extract a message from an entry for a 
destination address for which an indicator is generated, and using, for each destination 
address, a message length and offset in an indicator for a destination address to access 
a message for a destination address from an entry in a packet memory). 

43. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

44. In regard to Claim 10, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches an indicator for a destination address. 

45. Hassan-Ali fails to teach writing to a local memory a handle for a destination 
address addressing an indicator, queuing indicators corresponding to handles in an 
output queue to a packet queue. 

46. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' from FDQCB 
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(queuing indicators in an output queue to a packet queue), and associated to direct 
control blocks (DCB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), there are indirect control blocks 
(ICB) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point to the original control block (12) 
(FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and 
(16-1) (FIG. 5) (indicators corresponding to handles) (writing to a local memory a handle 
for a destination address addressing an indicator, queuing indicators corresponding to 
handles in an output queue to a packet queue). 

47. Hassan-Ali fails to teach writing handles in local memory to an output queue. 

48. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 58-60, a next buffer address in an indirect 
control block is empty except when an indirect control block (handle) is enqueued in a 
FIGBQ (queue) (writing handles in local memory to an output queue). 

49. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

50. In regard to Claim 1 1 , as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a destination packet and an indicator. 
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51 . Hassan-Ali fails to teach information that indicates an output queue to which a 
destination packet generated from an indicator addressed by a handle is queued. 

52. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-42 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and data buffer (10) and (11) (a destination packet) are respectively associated 
to direct control blocks (12) and (13) (indicators), and associated to direct control blocks 
(DCB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), there are indirect control blocks (ICS) (14), (15) 
and (1 6) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) 
(indicator) via the MCCB pointer field represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) 
(FIG. 5) (writing, to a local memory, information that indicates an output queue to which 
a destination packet generated from an indicator addressed by a handle is queued). 

53. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

54. In regard to Claim 12, as discussed in the rejections of Claims 1 and 10, 
Hassan-Ali in view of Verplanken teaches writing a payload, generating headers. 
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generating a descriptor, generating an indicator, writing handles to a local memory, and 
writing handles to an output queue, and indicators for a destination address. 

55. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 4, lines 50-65, and in column 9, lines 12-16, and in 
FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, an ATM switch fabric 102 (FIG. 1) (a packet processing block 
performs operations), where an overall functionality of the switch fabric 102 includes: 
policing; operation, administration and maintenance (0AM); header translation; 
queuing; scheduling and traffic shaping; and Connection Admission Control (CAC), and 
traffic to the fabric 102 is provided via a number of interfaces (operations), and FIG. 4 
depicts an exemplary multicast (MC) flow arrangement where a root flow entering an 
ATM environment, e.g., an ATM switch fabric of an access node 100 shown in FIG. 1 , is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces (a transmission block) using a 
corresponding number of leaf flows (a packet processing block performs operations, a 
transmission block). 

56. Hassan-Ali fails to teach handles to access indicators for a destination address to 
send a message to a destination address. 

57. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDGBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and associated to direct control blocks (DCB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), 
there are indirect control blocks (ICS) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point 
to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field 
represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) (FIG. 5) (addressing an indicator) 
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(handles to access indicators for a destination address to send a message to a 
destination address). 

58. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for Improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

59. In regard to Claim 13, Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 20-25, and in FIG. 
4, reference numeral 402 (FIG. 4) refers to an interface that receives an ingress flow 

403 (i.e., the root) (FIG. 4) (receiving a multicast packet) that is to be scheduled for 
emission to N egress interfaces 406-1 through 406-N (FIG. 4) (a multicast packet to 
transmit to destination addresses), where an ingress flow 403 (FIG. 4) is referred to as a 
root flow and MC (multicast) flows emitted to egress interfaces are referred to as leaf 
flows, and, in column 2, lines 51-63, where multicasting is supported in an environment, 
a single source of traffic (i.e., a root) emits cells or packets to a number of destinations 
(i.e., leaves) (transmit to destination addresses) that receive the replicated traffic 
(receive a multicast packet to transmit to destination addresses). 

60. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 11, lines 44-48, and in FIG. 5, a linked buffer 510 
(FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf and root flow index 
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values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B (a descriptor) containing pointers to a cell 
memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a packet memory) (a packet memory, 
write a payload of a multicast packet to a packet entry in a packet memory), a descriptor 
addressing a packet entry in a packet memory including a payload to transmit to 
destination addresses), where root cells are stored, or written to, cell memory locations 
(write a payload of the multicast packet to at least one packet entry in a packet memory) 
using a root index, starting with the head root cell and additional root flow cells as they 
are enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (generate a descriptor addresses a packet 
entry in a packet memory including a payload to transmit to destination addresses, write 
a payload of the multicast packet to at least one packet entry in a packet memory). 

61 . Hassan-Ali teaches in column 4, lines 50-65, and in column 9, lines 12-16, and in 
FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, an ATM switch fabric 102 (FIG. 1) (a packet processing block 
performs operations), where an overall functionality of the switch fabric 102 includes: 
policing; operation, administration and maintenance (0AM); header translation; 
queuing; scheduling and traffic shaping; and Connection Admission Control (CAC), and 
traffic to the fabric 102 is provided via a number of interfaces (operations), and FIG. 4 
depicts an exemplary multicast (MC) flow arrangement where a root flow entering an 
ATM environment, e.g., an ATM switch fabric of an access node 1 00 shown in FIG. 1 , is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces using a corresponding number of leaf flows 
(circuitry in communication with a packet memory and enabled to perform operations). 

62. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
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flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
in the head/tail memory 502 (FIG. 5) (generate headers for destination addresses), and 
where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to the 
leaf and root flow index values (for a destination address and a descriptor) (generate 
headers for destination addresses, and generate, for a destination address, an indicator 
including information on a generated header for a destination address and a descriptor, 
wherein indicators for destination addresses address descriptors). 

63. Hassan-Ali fails to explicitly teach generate an indicator including information on 
a message. 

64. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an indicator including information on a message) of 1 byte which indicates the 
beginning of data in that buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) (an indicator 
including information on a message) of 2 bytes which gives a number of bytes used in a 
message (generate an indicator including information on a message). 

65. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,001 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2477 

multicasting system of Hassan-All to aid In reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid In more efficient usage of limited memory. 

66. In regard to Claim 14, Hassan-All teaches In column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and In FIG. 
5, a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an Index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf 
and root flow index values, and a pointer location portion 514B (a descriptor) containing 
pointers to a cell memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a descriptor Is 
generated for each packet entry Including a payload), where root cells are stored, or 
written to, cell memory locations using a root Index, starting with the head root cell and 
additional root flow cells as they are enqueued for a MO (multicast) service (a descriptor 
Is generated for each packet entry Including a payload). 

67. Hassan-All teaches In column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and In FIG. 4 and FIG. 

5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
In the head/tall memory 502 (FIG. 5), and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) Includes an 
Index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) associated with a pointer location portion 51 4B (a 
descriptor) and relating to the leaf and root flow index values (an indicator is generated 
for a descriptor and a destination address to which a payload In a packet entry 
addressed by a descriptor Is transmitted). 

68. Hassan-All falls to teach a payload Is written to multiple packet entries In a 
packet memory. 
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69. Verplanken teaches in column 12, lines 37-39, and in FIG. 9, two data buffers 
(10) and (1 1 ) (FIG. 9) which are stored in a data store represent a message of a user (a 
payload is written to multiple packet entries in a packet memory). 

70. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

71 . In regard to Claim 15, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 13, Hassan-Ali in 

view of Verplanken teaches a destination address, and an indicator for a destination 
address, and an indicator corresponding to a descriptor addressing an entry in a packet 
memory including payload data for a destination address. 

72. Hassan-Ali fails to teach a next handle in indicators for a destination address to 
point to an indicator corresponding to a next entry in a packet memory including further 
payload data for a destination address. 

73. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (DCB) (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) 
comprises a next buffer address field (a next handle in a an indicator) of 2 bytes, where 
this field is used to chain the DCBs, and then their associated data buffers (a next entry 
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in a pacl^et memory including furtlier payload data for a destination address), in a user 
queue, where then the chained buffers form a message (a next handle in indicators for 
a destination address to point to an indicator corresponding to a next entry in a packet 
memory including further payload data for a destination address). 

74. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

75. In regard to Claim 16, Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and in FIG. 
5, a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an index portion 514A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf 
and root flow index values, and a pointer location portion 514B (a descriptor) containing 
pointers to a cell memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a payload is written to 
a packet entry in a packet memory), where root cells are stored, or written to, cell 
memory locations using a root index, starting with the head root cell and additional root 
flow cells as they are enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (a payload is written to a 
packet entry in a packet memory, a descriptor is generated for a packet entry including 

a payload). 
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76. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 11, lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
in the head/tail memory 502 (FIG. 5), and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an 
index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to the leaf flow Index values (a destination address 
to which a payload in a packet entry addresses by a descriptor is transmitted) (an 
indicator is generated for a destination address to which a payload in a packet entry 
addressed by a descriptor is transmitted). 

77. In regard to Claim 17, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplankenm teaches a generated indicator. 

78. Hassan-Ali fails to teach a handle for each generated indicator addressing an 

indicator in a queue. 

79. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and associated to direct control blocks (DCB) (12) (Indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), 
there are Indirect control blocks (ICE) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point 
to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field 
represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) (FIG. 5) (addressing an indicator) (a 
handle for each generated indicator addressing an indicator in a queue). 
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80. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-All since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

81 . In regard to Claim 18, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a destination address and an indicator associated with a 
destination address, a header for a destination address, payload from an entry in a 
packet memory associated with an indicator and a header for a destination address. 

82. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 12-16, and in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, a 
multicast (MC) flow arrangement (FIG. 4) where a root flow entering an ATM 
environment, e.g., the ATM switch fabric of the access node 100 shown in FIG. 1, is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces using a corresponding number of leaf flows 
(transmitting a payload and a header). 

83. Hassan-Ali fails to teach using information on a message in an indicator to 
access a message. 

84. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
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(an indicator including information on a message) of 1 byte whicli indicates tlie 
beginning of data in that buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) (an indicator 
including information on a message) of 2 bytes which gives a number of bytes used in a 
message (using information on a message in an indicator to access a message). 

85. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

86. In regard to Claim 19, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 3, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a destination address, a header for a destination address, 
accessing a header for a destination address from an entry in a packet memory 
addressed by a descriptor identified in an indicator for a destination address. 

87. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 12-16, and in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, a 
multicast (MC) flow arrangement (FIG. 4) where a root flow entering an ATM 
environment, e.g., the ATM switch fabric of the access node 100 shown in FIG. 1 , is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces using a corresponding number of leaf flows 
(transmitting, for each destination address, a payload from an entry in a packet memory 
and a accessed header for a destination address). 
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88. Hassan-Ali fails to teach using, for each destination address, a message length 
and offset from an indicator for a destination address to access a header for a 
destination address from an entry in a packet memory. 

89. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an Indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BOOB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an offset from an indicator) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that 
buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used in a message (a message length from an indicator) (using, for each 
destination address, a message length and offset from an indicator for a destination 
address to access a header for a destination address from an entry in a packet 
memory). 

90. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 
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91 . In regard to Claim 20, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 13, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a generated header and a destination address for which an 
indicator is generated. 

92. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 11, lines 44-48, and in FIG. 5, a linked buffer 510 
(FIG. 5) includes an Index portion 514A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf and root flow index 
values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B containing pointers to a cell memory 
locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5), where root cells (header and payload) are 
stored, or written to, cell memory locations (entry in a packet memory) using a root 
index, starting with the head root cell and additional root flow cells as they are 
enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (writing headers to each entry in a packet 
memory including packet payload). 

93. Hassan-Ali fails to teach information on a message in an indicator for a 

destination address includes a message length and offset used to extract a message 
from an entry in a packet memory for a destination address for which an indicator is 
generated. 

94. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(offset) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that buffer, and a total 
message count field (FIG. 3A) (message length) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used in a message (message length) (information on a message in an indicator 
for a destination address includes a message length and offset used to extract a 
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message from an entry in a pacl<et memory for a destination address for which an 
indicator is generated). 

95. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for Improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

96. In regard to Claim 21, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 13, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a payload and an entry in a packet memory addresses by a 
descriptor Identified In an Indicator for a destination address. 

97. Hassan-Ali fails to teach information on a message length and message offset 
used to extract a message from an entry for a destination address for which an indicator 
is generated, and using, for each destination address, a message length and offset in 
an indicator for a destination address to access a message for a destination address 
from an entry In a packet memory. 

98. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BOOB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an offset from an indicator) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that 
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buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used in a message (a message length from an indicator) (information on a 
message length and message offset used to extract a message from an entry for a 
destination address for which an indicator is generated, and using, for each destination 
address, a message length and offset in an indicator for a destination address to access 
a message for a destination address from an entry in a packet memory). 

99. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

100. In regard to Claim 22, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 13, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches an indicator for a destination address. 

1 01 . Hassan-Ali fails to teach writing to a local memory a handle for a destination 
address addressing an indicator, queuing indicators corresponding to handles in an 
output queue to a packet queue. 

102. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' from FDQCB 
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(queuing indicators in an output queue to a packet queue), and associated to direct 
control blocks (DCB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), there are indirect control blocks 
(ICB) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point to the original control block (12) 
(FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and 
(16-1) (FIG. 5) (indicators corresponding to handles) (writing to a local memory a handle 
for a destination address addressing an indicator, queuing indicators corresponding to 
handles in an output queue to a packet queue). 

103. Hassan-Ali fails to teach writing handles in local memory to an output queue. 

104. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 58-60, a next buffer address in an indirect 
control block is empty except when an indirect control block (handle) is enqueued in a 
FIGBQ (queue) (writing handles in local memory to an output queue). 

1 05. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

1 06. In regard to Claim 23, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a destination packet and an indicator. 
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1 07. Hassan-Ali fails to teach information that indicates an output queue to which a 
destination packet generated from an indicator addressed by a handle is queued. 

108. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-42 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and data buffer (10) and (11) (a destination packet) are respectively associated 
to direct control blocks (12) and (13) (indicators), and associated to direct control blocks 
(DCB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), there are indirect control blocks (ICS) (14), (15) 
and (1 6) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) 
(indicator) via the MCCB pointer field represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) 
(FIG. 5) (writing, to a local memory, information that indicates an output queue to which 
a destination packet generated from an indicator addressed by a handle is queued). 

1 09. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

110. In regard to Claims 24 and 25, as discussed in the rejections of Claims 1 3 and 
22, Hassan-Ali in view of Verplanken teaches writing a payload, generating headers. 
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generating a descriptor, generating an indicator, writing handles to a local memory, and 
writing handles to an output queue, and indicators for a destination address. 

111. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 4, lines 50-65, and in column 9, lines 1 2-1 6, and in 
FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, an ATM switch fabric 102 (FIG. 1) (a packet processing block 
performs operations), where an overall functionality of the switch fabric 102 includes: 
policing; operation, administration and maintenance (0AM); header translation; 
queuing; scheduling and traffic shaping; and Connection Admission Control (CAC), and 
traffic to the fabric 102 is provided via a number of interfaces (operations), and FIG. 4 
depicts an exemplary multicast (MC) flow arrangement where a root flow entering an 
ATM environment, e.g., an ATM switch fabric of an access node 100 shown in FIG. 1 , is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces (a transmission block) using a 
corresponding number of leaf flows (a packet processing block performs operations, a 
transmission block, circuitry comprises packet engines, where one packet engine 
executes a packet processing block and another packet engine executes a transmission 
block). 

1 1 2. Hassan-Ali fails to teach handles to access indicators for a destination address to 

send a message to a destination address. 

113. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and associated to direct control blocks (DCB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), 
there are indirect control blocks (ICS) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point 
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to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field 
represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) (FIG. 5) (addressing an indicator) 
(handles to access indicators for a destination address to send a message to a 
destination address). 

114. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

115. In regard to Claim 29, Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 20-25, and in FIG. 
4, reference numeral 402 (FIG. 4) refers to an interface that receives an ingress flow 
403 (i.e., the root) (FIG. 4) (receiving a multicast packet) that is to be scheduled for 
emission to N egress interfaces 406-1 through 406-N (FIG. 4) (a multicast packet to 
transmit to destination addresses), where an ingress flow 403 (FIG. 4) is referred to as a 
root flow and MC (multicast) flows emitted to egress interfaces are referred to as leaf 
flows, and, in column 2, lines 51-63, where multicasting is supported in an environment, 
a single source of traffic (i.e., a root) emits cells or packets to a number of destinations 
(i.e., leaves) (transmit to destination addresses) that receive the replicated traffic 
(receiving a multicast packet to transmit to destination addresses). 
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1 1 6. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and in FIG. 5, a linked buffer 51 0 
(FIG. 5) includes an index portion 514A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf and root flow index 
values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B (a descriptor) containing pointers to a cell 
memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a descriptor addressing a packet entry 
in a packet memory including a payload to transmit to destination addresses), where 
root cells are stored, or written to, cell memory locations (writing a payload of the 
multicast packet to at least one packet entry in a packet memory) using a root index, 
starting with the head root cell and additional root flow cells as they are enqueued for a 
MC (multicast) service (generating a descriptor addresses a packet entry in a packet 
memory including a payload to transmit to destination addresses, writing a payload of 
the multicast packet to at least one packet entry in a packet memory). 

1 1 7. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
in the head/tail memory 502 (FIG. 5) (generating headers for destination addresses), 
and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating 
to the leaf and root flow index values (for a destination address and a descriptor) 
(generating headers for destination addresses, and generating, for a destination 
address, an indicator including information on a generated header for a destination 
address and a descriptor, wherein indicators for destination addresses address 
descriptors). 
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1 1 8. Hassan-Ali fails to explicitly teach generating an indicator including information 
on a message. 

119. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an Indicator Including Information on a message) of 1 byte which indicates the 
beginning of data in that buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) (an indicator 
including information on a message) of 2 bytes which gives a number of bytes used in a 
message (generating an Indicator Including information on a message). 

1 20. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deletlng the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be Introduced Into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

121. In regard to Claim 30, Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and In FIG. 
5, a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf 
and root flow index values, and a pointer location portion 514B (a descriptor) containing 
pointers to a cell memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a descriptor is 
generated for each packet entry including a payload), where root cells are stored, or 
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written to, cell memory locations using a root index, starting with the head root cell and 
additional root flow cells as they are enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (a descriptor 
is generated for each packet entry including a payload). 

1 22. Hassan-All teaches in column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
in the head/tail memory 502 (FIG. 5), and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an 
index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) associated with a pointer location portion 51 4B (a 
descriptor) and relating to the leaf and root flow index values (an indicator is generated 
for a descriptor and a destination address to which a payload in a packet entry 
addressed by a descriptor is transmitted). 

1 23. Hassan-Ali fails to teach a payload is written to multiple packet entries in a 
packet memory. 

124. Verplanken teaches in column 12, lines 37-39, and in FIG. 9, two data buffers 
(10) and (1 1 ) (FIG. 9) which are stored in a data store represent a message of a user (a 
payload is written to multiple packet entries in a packet memory). 

1 25. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
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multicasting system of Hassan-All to aid In reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid In more efficient usage of limited memory. 

126. In regard to Claim 31, as discussed In the rejection of Claim 29, Hassan-All In 

view of Verplanken teaches a destination address, and an indicator for a destination 
address, and an indicator corresponding to a descriptor addressing an entry in a pacl<et 
memory Including payload data for a destination address. 

1 27. Hassan-All falls to teach a next handle In Indicators for a destination address to 
point to an indicator corresponding to a next entry In a packet memory Including further 
payload data for a destination address. 

128. Verplanken teaches In column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (DCB) (FIG. 3A, and Items 12 and 13 In FIG. 9) (an Indicator) 
comprises a next buffer address field (a next handle in a an indicator) of 2 bytes, where 
this field is used to chain the DCBs, and then their associated data buffers (a next entry 
In a packet memory Including further payload data for a destination address). In a user 
queue, where then the chained buffers form a message (a next handle In Indicators for 
a destination address to point to an indicator corresponding to a next entry In a packet 
memory including further payload data for a destination address). 

1 29. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the 
Invention to combine the Invention of Verplanken with the Invention of Hassan-All since 
Verplanken a method for Improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-wrlting and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
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also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-All to aid In reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

1 30. In regard to Claim 32, Hassan-All teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and in FIG. 
5, a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf 
and root flow index values, and a pointer location portion 514B (a descriptor) containing 
pointers to a cell memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a payload is written to 
a packet entry in a packet memory), where root cells are stored, or written to, cell 
memory locations using a root index, starting with the head root cell and additional root 
flow cells as they are enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (a payload is written to a 
packet entry in a packet memory, a descriptor is generated for a packet entry including 

a payload). 

1 31 . Hassan-All teaches in column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
in the head/tail memory 502 (FIG. 5), and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an 
index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to the leaf flow index values (a destination address 
to which a payload in a packet entry addresses by a descriptor is transmitted) (an 
indicator is generated for a destination address to which a payload in a packet entry 
addressed by a descriptor is transmitted). 
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1 32. In regard to Claim 33, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 29, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplankenm teaches a generated indicator. 

133. Hassan-Ali fails to teach a handle for each generated indicator addressing an 
indicator in a queue. 

134. Verplanken teaches In column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and associated to direct control blocks (DCB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), 
there are indirect control blocks (ICB) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point 
to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field 
represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) (FIG. 5) (addressing an indicator) (a 
handle for each generated indicator addressing an indicator in a queue). 

1 35. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

136. In regard to Claim 34, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 29, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a destination address and an indicator associated with a 
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destination address, a header for a destination address, payload from an entry in a 
pacl<et memory associated with an indicator and a header for a destination address. 

137. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 12-16, and in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, a 
multicast (MC) flow arrangement (FIG. 4) where a root flow entering an ATM 
environment, e.g., the ATM switch fabric of the access node 100 shown in FIG. 1 , is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces using a corresponding number of leaf flows 
(transmitting a payload and a header). 

138. Hassan-Ali fails to teach using information on a message in an indicator to 
access a message. 

139. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an indicator including information on a message) of 1 byte which indicates the 
beginning of data in that buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) (an indicator 
including information on a message) of 2 bytes which gives a number of bytes used in a 
message (using information on a message in an indicator to access a message). 

140. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
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multicasting system of Hassan-All to aid In reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid In more efficient usage of limited memory. 

141 . In regard to Claim 35, as discussed In the rejection of Claim 29, Hassan-All In 

view of Verplanken teaches a destination address, a header for a destination address, 
accessing a header for a destination address from an entry in a pacl<et memory 
addressed by a descriptor Identified In an Indicator for a destination address. 

142. Hassan-All teaches In column 9, lines 12-16, and In FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, a 
multicast (MC) flow arrangement (FIG. 4) where a root flow entering an ATM 
environment, e.g., the ATM switch fabric of the access node 100 shown in FIG. 1 , is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress Interfaces using a corresponding number of leaf flows 
(transmitting, for each destination address, a payload from an entry In a packet memory 
and a accessed header for a destination address). 

143. Hassan-All falls to teach using, for each destination address, a message length 
and offset from an Indicator for a destination address to access a header for a 
destination address from an entry In a packet memory. 

144. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an offset from an Indicator) of 1 byte which Indicates the beginning of data In that 
buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used In a message (a message length from an Indicator) (using, for each 
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destination address, a message length and offset from an indicator for a destination 
address to access a header for a destination address from an entry in a packet 
memory). 

1 45. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

146. In regard to Claim 36, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 29, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a generated header and a destination address for which an 
indicator is generated. 

1 47. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and in FIG. 5, a linked buffer 51 0 
(FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf and root flow index 
values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B containing pointers to a cell memory 
locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5), where root cells (header and payload) are 
stored, or written to, cell memory locations (entry in a packet memory) using a root 
index, starting with the head root cell and additional root flow cells as they are 
enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (writing headers to each entry in a packet 
memory including packet payload). 
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1 48. Hassan-Ali fails to teach information on a message in an indicator for a 
destination address includes a message length and offset used to extract a message 
from an entry in a packet memory for a destination address for which an indicator is 
generated. 

149. Verplanken teaches In column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(offset) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that buffer, and a total 
message count field (FIG. 3A) (message length) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used In a message (message length) (information on a message in an Indicator 
for a destination address includes a message length and offset used to extract a 
message from an entry in a packet memory for a destination address for which an 
Indicator Is generated). 

1 50. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be Introduced Into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 
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151. In regard to Claim 37, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 29, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken teaches a payload and an entry in a packet memory addresses by a 
descriptor identified in an indicator for a destination address. 

152. Hassan-Ali fails to teach information on a message length and message offset 
used to extract a message from an entry for a destination address for which an indicator 
is generated, and using, for each destination address, a message length and offset in 
an indicator for a destination address to access a message for a destination address 
from an entry in a packet memory. 

153. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an offset from an indicator) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that 
buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used in a message (a message length from an indicator) (information on a 
message length and message offset used to extract a message from an entry for a 
destination address for which an indicator is generated, and using, for each destination 
address, a message length and offset in an indicator for a destination address to access 
a message for a destination address from an entry in a packet memory). 

1 54. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
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also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-All to aid In reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

155. In regard to Claim 38, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 129, Hassan-All in 
view of Verplanken teaches an indicator for a destination address. 

1 56. Hassan-All falls to teach writing to a local memory a handle for a destination 
address addressing an indicator, queuing indicators corresponding to handles in an 
output queue to a packet queue. 

157. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' from FDQCB 
(queuing indicators in an output queue to a packet queue), and associated to direct 
control blocks (DCB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), there are indirect control blocks 
(ICB) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point to the original control block (12) 
(FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and 
(16-1) (FIG. 5) (indicators corresponding to handles) (writing to a local memory a handle 
for a destination address addressing an indicator, queuing indicators corresponding to 
handles in an output queue to a packet queue). 

158. Hassan-All fails to teach writing handles in local memory to an output queue. 
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159. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 58-60, a next buffer address in an indirect 
control block is empty except when an indirect control block (handle) is enqueued in a 
FICBQ (queue) (writing handles in local memory to an output queue). 

1 60. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

161. In regard to Claim 39, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 29, Hassan-Ali in 

view of Verplanken teaches a destination packet and an indicator. 

162. Hassan-Ali fails to teach information that indicates an output queue to which a 
destination packet generated from an indicator addressed by a handle is queued. 

163. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-42 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and data buffer (10) and (11) (a destination packet) are respectively associated 
to direct control blocks (12) and (13) (indicators), and associated to direct control blocks 
(DCS) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), there are indirect control blocks (ICS) (14), (15) 
and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) 
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(indicator) via tlie MCCB pointer field represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) 
(FIG. 5) (writing, to a local memory, information that indicates an output queue to which 
a destination packet generated from an indicator addressed by a handle is queued). 

1 64. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

1 65. In regard to Claim 40, as discussed in the rejections of Claims 29 and 38, 

Hassan-Ali in view of Verplanken teaches writing a payload, generating headers, 
generating a descriptor, generating an indicator, writing handles to a local memory, and 
writing handles to an output queue, and indicators for a destination address. 

166. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 4, lines 50-65, and in column 9, lines 12-16, and in 
FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, an ATM switch fabric 102 (FIG. 1) (a packet processing block 
performs operations), where an overall functionality of the switch fabric 102 includes: 
policing; operation, administration and maintenance (OAM); header translation; 
queuing; scheduling and traffic shaping; and Connection Admission Control (CAC), and 
traffic to the fabric 102 is provided via a number of interfaces (operations), and FIG. 4 
depicts an exemplary multicast (MC) flow arrangement where a root flow entering an 
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ATM environment, e.g., an ATIVI switch fabric of an access node 1 00 sliown in FIG. 1 , is 
transmitted to a plurality of egress interfaces (a transmission block) using a 
corresponding number of leaf flows (a packet processing block performs operations, a 
transmission block). 

1 67. Hassan-Ali fails to teach handles to access indicators for a destination address to 
send a message to a destination address. 

168. Verplanken teaches in column 8, lines 3-5, and in column 12, lines 37-39 and 50- 
56, and in FIG. 9, a free direct control block queue (FDCBQ) gathers all free DCBs 
(direct control blocks) whose duplication fields store the number '0' (an indicator in a 
queue), and associated to direct control blocks (DOB) (12) (indicator) and (13) (FIG. 5), 
there are indirect control blocks (ICB) (14), (15) and (16) (FIG. 5) (handles) which point 
to the original control block (12) (FIG. 5) (indicator) via the MCCB pointer field 
represented by darts (14-1), (15-1) and (16-1) (FIG. 5) (addressing an indicator) 
(handles to access indicators for a destination address to send a message to a 
destination address). 

1 69. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 
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1 70. Claims 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hassan-Ali in view of Verplanl<en and Mamillapalli et al. (Pub. No.: US 2005/01 1 1452 
A1), hereafter referred to as Mamillapalli. 

171. In regard to Claim 26, Hassan-Ali teaches in column 9, lines 20-25, and in FIG. 
4, reference numeral 402 (FIG. 4) refers to an interface that receives an ingress flow 
403 (i.e., the root) (FIG. 4) (receiving a multicast packet) that is to be scheduled for 
emission to N egress interfaces 406-1 through 406-N (FIG. 4) (a multicast packet to 
transmit to destination addresses), where an ingress flow 403 (FIG. 4) is referred to as a 
root flow and MC (multicast) flows emitted to egress interfaces are referred to as leaf 
flows, and, in column 2, lines 51-63, where multicasting is supported in an environment, 
a single source of traffic (i.e., a root) emits cells or packets to a number of destinations 
(i.e., leaves) (transmit to destination addresses) that receive the replicated traffic 
(receive a multicast packet to transmit to destination addresses). 

1 72. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and in FIG. 5, a linked buffer 51 0 
(FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf and root flow index 
values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B (a descriptor) containing pointers to a cell 
memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a packet memory) (a packet memory, 
write a payload of a multicast packet to a packet entry in a packet memory), a descriptor 
addressing a packet entry in a packet memory including a payload to transmit to 
destination addresses), where root cells are stored, or written to, cell memory locations 
(write a payload of the multicast packet to at least one packet entry in a packet memory) 
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using a root index, starting witli tine liead root cell and additional root flow cells as they 
are enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (generating a descriptor addresses a packet 
entry in a packet memory including a payload to transmit to destination addresses, write 
a payload of the multicast packet to at least one packet entry in a packet memory). 

173. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 4, lines 50-65, and in column 9, lines 12-16, and in 
FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, an ATM switch fabhc 102 (FIG. 1) (a switch fabric), where an overall 
functionality of the switch fabric 102 includes: policing; operation, administration and 
maintenance (0AM); header translation; queuing; scheduling and traffic shaping; and 
Connection Admission Control (CAC), and traffic to the fabric 102 is provided via a 
number of interfaces (operations), and FIG. 4 depicts an exemplary multicast (MC) flow 
arrangement where a root flow entering an ATM environment, e.g., an ATM switch 
fabric of an access node 1 00 shown in FIG. 1 , is transmitted to a plurality of egress 
interfaces (line cards coupled to a switch fabric) using a corresponding number of leaf 
flows (line cards coupled to a switch fabric, circuitry in communication with a packet 
memory and enabled to perform operations). 

1 74. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
in the head/tail memory 502 (FIG. 5), and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an 
index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to the leaf and root flow index values (for a 
destination address and a descriptor) (generate, for a destination address, an indicator 
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including information on a generated header for a destination address and a descriptor, 
wherein indicators for destination addresses address descriptors). 

175. Hassan-Ali fails to explicitly teach generate an indicator including information on 
a message. 

176. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(an indicator including information on a message) of 1 byte which indicates the 
beginning of data in that buffer, and a total message count field (FIG. 3A) (an indicator 
including information on a message) of 2 bytes which gives a number of bytes used in a 
message (generate an indicator including information on a message). 

1 77. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

1 78. Hassan-Ali fails to teach each line card includes a network processor. 

179. Mamillapalli teaches in paragraph [0025], and in FIG. 1, nodes 100 and 112-114 
(FIG. 1) can be individual systems or components (e.g., line cards), in other words. 
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basically anything that can send, receive, and process messages (each line card 
includes a network processor). 

1 80. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Mamillapalli with the invention of Hassan-All since 
Mamillapalli provides a method for reliable multicast communication which may include 
designating which node or nodes to acknowledge a message and/or whether to 
immediately acknowledge or delay acknowledgement of a message (see Mamillapalli, 
(see Mamillapalli, paragraphs [0001], [0006], and [0007]), which can be introduced into 
the system of Hassan-Ali to allow reliable multicast communications to be performed by 
a node that implements the system of Hassan-Ali. 

181 . In regard to Claim 27, Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and in FIG. 

5, a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf 
and root flow index values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B (a descriptor) containing 
pointers to a cell memory locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5) (a descriptor is 
generated for each packet entry including a payload), where root cells are stored, or 
written to, cell memory locations using a root index, starting with the head root cell and 
additional root flow cells as they are enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (a descriptor 
is generated for each packet entry including a payload). 

1 82. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 25-28 and 44-48, and in FIG. 4 and FIG. 
5, leaf index values 410-1 through 410-N (FIG. 5) (an indicator) correspond to the N leaf 
flows (destination address) associated with the root flow 403 (FIG. 4) and are initialized 
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in tlie head/tail mennory 502 (FIG. 5), and where a linked buffer 510 (FIG. 5) includes an 
index portion 51 4A (FIG. 5) associated with a pointer location portion 51 4B (a 
descriptor) and relating to the leaf and root flow index values (an indicator is generated 
for a descriptor and a destination address to which a payload in a packet entry 
addressed by a descriptor is transmitted). 

1 83. Hassan-Ali fails to teach a payload is written to multiple packet entries in a 
packet memory. 

184. Verplanken teaches in column 12, lines 37-39, and in FIG. 9, two data buffers 
(10) and (1 1 ) (FIG. 9) which are stored in a data store represent a message of a user (a 
payload is written to multiple packet entries in a packet memory). 

1 85. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-Ali since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

1 86. In regard to Claim 28, as discussed in the rejection of Claim 26, Hassan-Ali in 
view of Verplanken and Mamillapalli teaches a generated header and a destination 
address for which an indicator is generated. 
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1 87. Hassan-Ali teaches in column 1 1 , lines 44-48, and in FIG. 5, a linked buffer 51 0 
(FIG. 5) includes an index portion 514A (FIG. 5) relating to a leaf and root flow index 
values, and a pointer location portion 51 4B containing pointers to a cell memory 
locations 516-1 through 516-K (FIG. 5), where root cells (header and payload) are 
stored, or written to, cell memory locations (entry in a packet memory) using a root 
index, starting with the head root cell and additional root flow cells as they are 
enqueued for a MC (multicast) service (writing headers to each entry in a packet 
memory including packet payload). 

1 88. Hassan-Ali fails to teach information on a message in an indicator for a 
destination address includes a message length and offset used to extract a message 
from an entry in a packet memory for a destination address for which an indicator is 
generated. 

189. Verplanken teaches in column 7, lines 1-8, 20-21 and 33-34, FIG. 3A and FIG. 9, 
a direct control block (FIG. 3A, and items 12 and 13 in FIG. 9) (an indicator) comprises 
a buffer chaining control block BCCB (FIG. 3A), which contains an offset field (FIG. 3A) 
(offset) of 1 byte which indicates the beginning of data in that buffer, and a total 
message count field (FIG. 3A) (message length) of 2 bytes which gives a number of 
bytes used in a message (message length) (information on a message in an indicator 
for a destination address includes a message length and offset used to extract a 
message from an entry in a packet memory for a destination address for which an 
indicator is generated). 
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1 90. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the invention of Verplanken with the invention of Hassan-All since 
Verplanken a method for improving the performance of multicasting by avoiding to 
execution of useless operations of re-writing and re-deleting the multicast data, and that 
also save the memory space in the data storage, which can be introduced into the 
multicasting system of Hassan-Ali to aid in reducing unnecessary memory operations 
and to aid in more efficient usage of limited memory. 

Response to Arguments 

I. Arguments for Claim Objection 

191. Applicant's arguments, see Pages12, filed 07/28/2009, with respect to the Claim 
Objection of Claim 9 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The Claim 
Objection of Claim 9 has been withdrawn. 

II. Arguments for Claim Rejection under 35 USC § 112 

1 92. Applicant's arguments, see Pages 1 2-1 3, filed 07/28/2009, with respect to the 
Claim Rejection under 35 USC § 112 of Claim 1 1 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The Claim Rejection under 35 USC § 1 12 of Claim 1 1 has been withdrawn. 

III. Arguments for Claim Rejection under 35 USC § 103 

1 93. Applicants' arguments filed 07/28/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicants submit that examiner has not cited where Hassan teaches 
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or suggests a descriptor addressing a packet entry in a packet mennory including as 
payload to transmit to a destination address. Examiner respectfully disagrees. As 
stated in the rejection of Claim 1, Hassan teaches a pointer location portion containing 
pointers to cell memory locations, which is substantively the same as descriptors 
addressing a packet entry in a packet memory, and since a cell contains a payload and 
the cell is meant for a destination address, this is substantively the same as a apcket 
memory including a payload to transmit to a destination address. 

1 94. Applicants submit that Hassan fails to teach an indicator is generated for each 
destination address including information on a generated header. Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. As stated in the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan teaches leaf index values that 
correspond to leaf destination flows, and this is substantively the same as an indicator is 
generated for each destination address, since a flow is associated with a destination 
address and this information concerns that is utilized in headers that are generated for 
flows. 

1 95. Applicants also submit that Hassan fails to teach multiple indicators for different 
destination addresses address the same descriptor. Examiner respectfully disagrees 
this is sufficient for the withdrawal of the rejection of the claims. Claim 1 states 
"indicators for the destination addresses address the at least one descriptor". As a 
result, a reasonable interpretation of Claim 1 is that indicators for ttie destination 
addresses address descriptors. The claim, as written, does not clearly claim and 
does not clearly require that multiple indicators for different destination addresses 
address the same single descriptor. 
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1 96. Applicants submit that Claims 1 , 1 3, 26 and 29 does not recite the language 
generating an indicator including information on a message. Examiner respectfully 
disagrees this is sufficient for the withdrawal of the rejection of the claims. As stated in 
the rejection of Claim 1 , Hassan already teaches the limitations "generating, for each 
destination address, at least one indicator including information on the generated 
header and at least one descriptor", since Hassan teaches leaf index values (an 
indicator) that corresponds to a flow (destination address), and this index value is 
directly associated with a HEAD cell in a HEAD/TAIL MEMORY which suggests 
contains a header generated for the cell and where the header contain information for 
the operation of the cell, and this index value is associated with a pointer (descriptor). 
Verplanken is applied in the rejection of Claim 1 to clearly teach what is only suggested 
by the teachings of Hassan. 

1 97. Applicants' other arguments with respect to claims 1 , 1 3, 26 and 29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA SMITH whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1826. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30am-7pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chirag Shah can be reached on 571-272-3144. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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